Agriculture Youth Exchange Program
Name: Chin-Mei Lu (May) / Department: Entomology

This week-long agricultural exchange program in the United States offered me an in-
depth opportunity to learn about various areas within the agricultural field, including
animal science and flour processing. Among all the experiences, what I enjoyed the
most were visits to the “Meat Lab and a Livestock Sale” that activities rarely
encountered in Taiwan. At the Meat Lab, the tour began in the cattle slaughtering area,
followed by a detailed explanation of the processes involved in meat storage, handling,
and processing. The production line was smooth and efficient, reflecting the facility’s
rigorous quality control and high standards.
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Day1KSU delegation/ Day2 Dining room of KSU/ First United Methodist Church

The Livestock Sale was equally eye-opening. Thanks to the insights of a local American
student who had experience working at the auction house, we received a briefing on the
process beforehand. At the venue, the atmosphere was intense, with the auctioneer
speaking at an impressive speed and level of professionalism. Buyers communicated
their bids using subtle gestures to avoid being noticed by competitors, making the entire

experience both novel and unforgettable.
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Day2 Travel to White Buffalo Ranch/ Tulip Garden

One of the most memorable parts of the trip was the roundtable discussion with
government staff and company CEOs at the Kansas State Capitol. It was an opportunity
I had never expected — to sit face-to-face with so many influential figures in both

policy and industry. A real eye-opening experience! It gave me a deeper understanding




of how closely agriculture is tied to policymaking and truly broadened my view of the
professional world. Overall, the schedule was well-organized and smooth. However,
breakfast times were slightly rushed that typically only 30 minutes were allotted.
During peak hours at the dining hall, long lines would cut into actual eating time. I

would suggest extending breakfast time by 10 to 15 minutes to ensure a better

experience and smoother transitions between activities.
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During the farm visits, every host was friendly and generous in sharing their knowledge,

patiently answering all our questions. As my academic focus is on insect-plant
interactions, | found the visits to “Pines Garden & Market Tour and Kropf Farms”
particularly enriching. I inquired about how the U.S. has made progress in reducing the
use of chemical pesticides and learned that the government provides strong support for
organic farming. This has encouraged many farmers to adopt environmentally friendly
methods for pest and disease management, including biological control and plant-based
fumigants. It became clear to me that government resources play a vital role in the
successful implementation of such policies, which is one of the reasons why Kansas
can thrive as a major agricultural state.

Another highlight of this exchange was interacting with local students around the same

age as us. They patiently answered our questions and enthusiastically introduced us to



local life and agricultural practices. The accompanying faculty members also showed
genuine care for our learning experiences and well-being, offering us valuable advice
for future career planning. I’ve never been the type to ask many questions, but with
their encouragement, I probably asked more during this trip than I have in my entire
four years of university. One teacher’s words before the end of the program really stuck
with me: “You can’t just listen without responding. Two-way communication is the
foundation of building relationships.” This trip not only expanded my professional
knowledge, but also helped me realize the importance of interpersonal communication

and personal growth.

DayS5 Visit Konza Prairie/ Day6 Travel to The Land Institute / Travel to Flickner Innovation Farm

Having completed this program, I would highly recommend it to other students in the
College of Agriculture. Through the exchange program, we were able to broaden our
perspectives and gain a deeper understanding of how American agriculture operates.
Kansas is a big state with a thriving agricultural and livestock industry. It was evident
throughout the visits that the people here are both passionate and dedicated to their
work. In this state where cattle outnumber humans, it's common to see cattle, sheep,
horses, and even deer by the roadside. The city of Manhattan, where we stayed, is a
quintessential college town—safe, friendly, and welcoming. Every professional we met
along the way showed deep passion and commitment to their field, which deeply moved

me and reminded me why I chose to study entomology in the first place.
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Day6 Downtown Tour/ Hidden Donut shop in the alley/ Day7 Tour Hildebrand Diary



Through this exchange, I gained a firsthand understanding of the scale and systematic
development of American agriculture. It gave me a new perspective on the field. In
Taiwan, agriculture is mostly small-scale and labor-intensive, often relying on
traditional knowledge passed down through generations. In contrast, U.S. agriculture
emphasizes division of labor, standardized management, and data-driven decision-
making. For example, in Kansas, both academic research and practical applications in
areas like ranch management, irrigation, and pest control rely heavily on scientific
evidence and experimentation. This ability to integrate science into practical work left
a deep impression on me. Additionally, the U.S. commitment to sustainable agriculture
was striking. From ecological pest control to organic practices and resource-efficient
farm design, the emphasis on coexisting with the environment and long-term planning
was clear. This differs significantly from the agricultural approaches I’ve been
accustomed to in Taiwan and made me reflect on how I might integrate sustainability
into my future research and practice.

This experience also shifted my mindset. I used to focus mostly on the areas I was
familiar with, such as insect-plant interactions. However, this journey made me realize
the value of cross-disciplinary knowledge exchange. Even topics seemingly unrelated
to my major, like cattle auctions or meat processing, are actually intertwined with
broader issues like supply chains, consumer behavior, and ecological management. It
became clear to me that agriculture is an interconnected system, and every professional,

regardless of their specific role, plays a crucial part in it.

; 5 H‘—E‘“ - s w~:

Day7 Watch livestock auction/ Watch Cattle Beauty Contest

In the end, this exchange program was more than just a short-term academic experience
abroad. It was a transformative journey that broadened my horizons and reshaped my
thinking. I gained knowledge and, more importantly, learned how to learn. I saw the
differences, and in doing so, reassessed my own value and potential as a student of
agriculture. This kind of growth is something no classroom alone can offer. I am deeply
grateful to my university, the organizing team, and all the professors, local students,

and professionals we met along the way. Their generosity, passion, and support made



this experience both enriching and unforgettable. Without their efforts and dedication,
none of this would have been possible. This journey will remain a valuable milestone

in both my academic and personal life.

Day8 A souvenir gift from KSU, marks the end of the trip



