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In the very beginning, | would say this exchange program had impressed me a lot.
Needless to say, schedules were eventful and people who have lived in the mid-west of America
are so kind, which | had never expected beforehand.

Let’s back track to the Agri-proposes of this exchange program. Compared with the geo-
situation of Taiwan, Kansas is with quite vast grasslands in which you can feel the gusty wind is
always blowing. These open areas suit the condition of the demand of various agricultural
industries. In Kansas, livestock are not caged in limited spaces, the grasslands are vast enough
for them to wander in their paths. Kansas developed comprehensive processing methods for
meat, wheat, bread in not only farms but also university. Now, | am going to describe the
knowledges that | had saw chronologically.

Saturday, March 29, 2025.

Brief schedule : Scott’s Kitchen for KC BBQ, settle into Jardine Student Housing, evening free
time to get acquainted with all.

After we had arrived at the MCI airport, the first stop was Scott’s Kitchen for KC BBQ.
It was interesting to experience the BBQ culture
here. The various types of foods on the table
were different-tasted from our hometown. And
we were instructed that there are many BBQ
contests in the mid-west. The contests were held
in each season or annually by local communities
to compete for a champion.

It is seldom for us that we could have the
chance to try so many types of meats in a meal.
The foods taste good, the spice is very interesting
and the cheese potato really pleasant to my
tongue.

A fly in the ointment was the size of them. We had taken some plane meals before we got
off the aircraft. Though we want to try some more of them, we were still suffering from the
limited volume of stomach and the bad feelings of jet lag.



Sunday, March 30, 2025.

Brief schedule : First United Methodist Church, Brookville Hotel, White Buffalo Ranch.
This is the second day of the trip. After we

finished the breakfast at the meal building, we head to ‘}

the First United Methodist Church. | had never ever ‘I

been to a church before, but | have had some basic SN l "

imaginations of churches from American movies or . ””“‘7”'-””7

the TV series “The Young Sheldon”, so | consider it as

a good place to experience the different religion.

After leaving the First United Methodist
Church, our next stop was the Brookville Hotel, and it
was time for lunch. We took some cabbage, potato,
and corn as appetizers. Although | had anticipated the
amount of food, | was still surprised again when two
mountains of chickens appeared in sight. Basically,
Asian people seems don’t eat too much for breakfast.
But we were surprised by the buffet in the meal
building in the morning, that we had already taken a
quite big volume of foods that day. If we could have
taken less food, we might be able to finish all of the
chickens.

It is a good plan to have some walk after big
meal. The White Buffalo Ranch is the last stop on the
schedule today. During the conversation with the
ranch’s owner, | learned that these buffalos are wild
animals and some may even attack people. These
livestock had been bred for many generations. And the
owner of the ranch also told us that he has to control
the breeding rate to prevent over reproduction. He is
also engaged in the processing and sale of fur or meat
products in private, and his distribution method is
closer to those small farmers in Taiwan.

It’s pretty cool that the school keep a garden so well that
most of the flowers are blooming. They must have taken lots of
care on the place.




Monday, March 31, 2025.
Brief schedule : Kansas Statehouse, Pines Garden & Market Tour, Mill Brae Ranch.

Because we were going to have an open
discussion with Kansas elected officials and
lobbyists, each schedule must be caught. To catch
the time properly, we woke up early and dressed
up ourselves by suits. The Statehouse is full of
history. Walking in the space, we saw various
records of the city. There were pictures of many
historical greats, industrial and social
development, portraits etc. The tour guide really
knew a lot that he can introduce even all of the
stuffs in the building. As a landmark of Kansas
City, it’s a good place to learn stories of the city.

After the guide, we had an open discussion with Kansas elected officials and lobbyists.
We talked about the issues that had been lobbied in Topeka or DC. | learned that there are many
lobbying behaviors in the US, and some of the people go for it as job. In Taiwan, we do have
groups of people that try to influence some issues that are running in the legislature. They also do
these as their job, but there yet is no any codes for them to follow. On one hand, the policy and
law are kinds of problems. On the other hand, the —
partisan rivalry conditions in Taiwan these days
is too mass to run issues properly.

In the conversation, we had talked on the
aspect of practical experience and it was really
surprise to talk with people whom were with
some social status. Originally, | supposed that
this was a basic conversation and they would
have asked some questions about Taiwan before
we entered the meeting room. It might be a good
idea if it’s possible to know the topic of the
conversation or the talk is serious beforehand.

After the lunch, we went to Pines Garden & Market. There were numerous types of
plants which were native to temperate, tropical and dessert area. They were grown in a
- greenhouse with specific temperatures and humidity.
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We understood that the garden’s owner is facing

e some problems about commerce and exportation, such as
. \| tariff policy and capitalist are cornering the market. The

~ \| condition is quite similar to those personal growers in

Taiwan. I think this is a good point to learn the
connection of agriculture and horticulture between
different countries. And this aspect should be kept next
year.

/fﬁ y



Mill Brae Ranch was the final place that we
reached. Compare to the buffalo ranch, this one is much
closer to our imagination of American agriculture.
Because we don’t have such an open land, most of the
impression of America were came from YouTube
channels or national geography. The Mill Brae Ranch
may represent American agriculture better than the
buffalo ranch.

Tuesday, April 01, 2025.

Brief schedule : Campus Tours, Call Hall, KSU Meats

Lab Tour, Kansas Wheat, baking at Kansas Wheat,
Attend Student Club Meeting.

We had some campus tour this day. The medieval
buildings assembled the campus so it’s hard to see a high
building here. Wandering in the campus, | felt the wind
breezed on my cheek. It is very precious to have this
opportunity to visit such a beautiful campus which is
hard to see in Asia. Then we had the lunch in Call Hall.
Well, the ice cream was very good but the bacon
sandwich tasted so dry, that’s pretty hard to swallow
without some drink.

In the Meats Lab, we were demonstrated by the
process of livestock fabrication. There were sacrifice,
dismemberment, fermentation, smoking etc. We had
even learned that the lab would ask for some volunteer
from churches to examine the flavor of their products.
Although it’s not allowed to take photos inside, this place is still
worth to visit.

Before the Kansas Wheat, | used to think that the flour was
merely to grind some certain strains of wheat in to powder. There
were so many high technology machines which are applied to
remove some big particles and to control the consistency of the
flour. Otherwise, the products that made up of flour with bad
quality might be less tasty or different in sizes. And that will
impact the bakery industry. The university also research the wheat
from theory points, like genes and strains, which make it possible
to grow the wheat with desired form. By the way, making breads is
interesting but we can’t finish that much.




Wednesday, April 02, 2025.

Brief schedule : Attend class with K-State delegate, Marys Sheep Farm, Vermillion Valley
Equine Center, Konza Prairie Biological Station

This day, we had a class in Kansas university.
Because | am planning to study in foreign country in
the future, this class provided me with some
experience of the feeling of study in a school that
native English education. In my department, my
teachers would be like standing in a corner and
reading his or her PowerPoint. While in this class, the
teacher is a good speaker that | can follow the path of B
the course in concentrated.

The Marys Sheep Farm was located on a hill.
The family was so hospitality. Lots of clothes that
were made up of wool were demonstrated. And we
can feel the material by touching it.

Later, we went to Vermillion Valley
Equine Center. To get familiar with the horses,
we learned how to comb their hair. Their hair is
very rough that we have to use metal combs. The
owner of those horses said that the horses’ skin is
very thick so the metal combs are good options.
Because the weather was bad before that day, the
ground was muddy. But we still tried the
horseback riding carefully. These horses were
well-trained that they can understand my orders
even that | am a beginner.

We had some free time today, so we went
hiking at Konza Prairie Biological Station. In
Taiwan, we hiked in the mountains, it’s common
to be surround by trees. But in the park, we can
stand on the hill and feel the wind blowing. It is a
good spot to see different geographic environment that we can only see on TV.




Thursday, April 03, 2025.

Brief schedule : Knopf Farms, The Land
Institute, Flickner Innovation Farm.

The brief conclusion of the day is that |
didn’t get that much interest. But I still learned
many new knowledge from these people and
appreciated for their time. As far as | was
concerned, the reason might come to that these
big machines are cool but I don’t have the chance
to see how do they work.

The work of the Land Institute is quite
closer to my department and those that | had
learned in my university. Water recycling is
managed in the green house which there is less
water been wasted. This institute researches on
plants to study the influence from genetic level.
The green house is quite hot and humid, it copies
the tropic environment successfully. They also
control the color of the light to manage the
growth of plants, that’s what | had learned in the
textbook. The institute showed me the application
of the use of knowledge from books to the world.

In Flickner Innovation Farm, it felt like having some courses about irrigation, land
problems and agricultural history. The land was reclaimed by the pioneers a few decades ago. It
started from a wasteland to grassland that growing corns and weeds for different purposes.
Nowadays, the land has been passed to those pioneers’ descendants.
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Friday, April 04, 2025.

Brief schedule : Hildebrand Dairy, livestock sale,
Dinner in the home of Paul Chai

This is the final day that we have schedule
in Kansas. In the morning, we visited the
Hildebrand Dairy. The factory is similar with
those small company in Taiwan.

To ensure that the products are clean
enough to be eaten, there are a lot of sterilizing
processes that need to be done. To get the fresh
milk, the cattle will be transfer into milking room
where is the place to produce raw milk. Next, the
raw milk will be put into sterilize machine, this
step not only clean the milk up but also ensure
that the milk won’t corrupt while producing dairy
products.

The livestock sale should be the most
surprised event that | have ever seen. I had known
that some fishes can be bidden but it also go on
cattle. The host was very professional that he
spoke in a fast speed that heard like chanting. Although the place
smells not very well, it’s still a good place to experience the
local culture.

A type of recreational activities here is the livestock
show. The cattle’s owners all tried to make their cattle good
looking which means they have spent some big amount of
money on their cattle. In the event, they competed with each
other to decide the best performant.

We had dinner in the home of Paul Chai. The family prepared various type of foods to
welcome us. | had a good time there and had many conversations with the family. And | was told
that there are many ways to immigrate to America, like to study and to work. There are also

§  many benefits to study in America or other countries because we have
the ability to speak two languages that we can have consulting work
as part time job.

In addition to experiencing different cultures and academic
exchanges, this event can be of great help to those who have
exchange or immigration needs in the future, because a lot of
information is difficult to find on the Internet, especially personal
experiences.




